
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS) 

 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is from Birth to 5 years, which includes Nursery and 
Reception. A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A 
secure, safe and happy childhood is important within its’ own right, and it provides the foundation for 
children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. At Cheetham CE Community 
Academy, we believe that we should empower our children with the skills that enable them to be 
independent learners in the 21

ST
 Century!  

 
Our play based curriculum is central to our school ethos and it encourages children to be creative, to 
use their imagination and to be critical thinkers. It supports them in learning and practising a range of 
skills. Play comes naturally and spontaneously to most children though some need adult support. It 
also encourages children to make sense of the world by encouraging them to explore and investigate 
in a non-threatening way. It provides them with an opportunity to experience real-life situations and 
build on their own experiences.  
 

At Cheetham CE Community Academy, we believe that children learn through ‘active learning’ and by 
children finding out for themselves. Children engage in practical, hands-on, meaningful experiences 
taking place both indoors and outside which. We consider outdoor learning to be just as important as 
indoor learning. We explore the outdoors in all types of weathers!  
 
The staff regularly plan activities for both taught sessions and independent learning which are based 
on the children’s interests and supporting the characteristics of learning. These are then matched to 
learning objectives. Areas of the learning environment are then enhanced each week to provide new 
opportunities of exploration. The children are leaders and facilitators in their own learning. Topics may 
include Pirates and Princesses, the Seasons, Traditional Tales or Superheroes. Topics and themes 
last as long as they children are interested and then they are consulted about new directions of 
learning. Even though the topics and themes are child led we ensure that there is a balance of adult 
and child initiated learning. The staff also teach the children about themed weeks and special days 
such as Ramadan, Chinese New Year, Anti-bullying and Black History. 
 
Through our curriculum, children learn and develop skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate 
their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development. These 7 areas are used to plan 

the children’s learning and activities. It is designed to be really flexible so that the staff can follow 
children's unique needs and interests. 

The 3 prime areas are those most essential for children’s healthy development and future learning. 
These are:  

 Personal, social and emotional development;  

 Communication and language; and 

 Physical development;  

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are:  

 Literacy;  

 Mathematics;  

 Understanding the world; and 

 Expressive arts and design.  

As young as they are, we want to teach our children a range of skills which will enable them to be 
healthy, model citizens in their community and beyond and help them to apply themselves to a range 
of professions and jobs in the future. 


